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TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY

See also: 

http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/misoc/timeuse/information/studies/usa-1998-1999a.php
	Age range
	18+

	Response rate 
	56%

	Number of diary days
	1-day

	Survey period
 
	March 1998 - March 1999

	Multi-member household survey
	No

	Type of diary
	Recall

	Mode of data collection
	Telephone interview

	Time interval in the diary
	Free

	Data on secondary activities
	Yes 

	Data on where the activity was carried out
	Yes 

	Data on who else was present
	Yes 

	Number of activity codes
	94 

	Number of cases in the original file 
	1,151

	Number of ‘good’ diaries in the World5.5 file 
	1,151


INFORMATION ON THE ORIGINAL FILES
There are 2 original files for USA 1998:

fisctdry.sav is the original episode file.

fisctmn.sav contains aggregate time use and demographic information; the time use variables, and only selected demographic variables, were taken from this file to produce USA1998orig.sav.
TIME-USE VARIABLES

Activity Variable Documentation for USA, 1998 
	MTUS
Variable Name 
	Variable Label
	USA 1998

Compiled from original activity (act) variables...

	AV1
	Formal work
	ACT1, ACT8

	AV2
	Paid work at home
	ACT2

	AV3
	Second job
	ACT5

	AV4
	School/classes
	ACT50,ACT51,ACT52

	AV5
	Travel to/from work
	ACT3,ACT9,ACT59

	AV6
	Cooking/washing up
	ACT10,ACT11

	AV7
	Housework
	ACT12,ACT13,ACT14,ACT19

	AV8
	Odd jobs
	ACT15,ACT16,ACT17,ACT18

	AV9
	Gardening
	None

	AV10
	Shopping
	ACT30,ACT31,ACT34,ACT35,ACT36,

ACT37,ACT38

	AV11
	Child care
	ACT20,ACT21,ACT22,ACT23,ACT24,ACT25,

ACT26,ACT27

	AV12
	Domestic travel
	ACT29,ACT39,ACT49

	AV13
	Dressing/toilet
	ACT40,ACT44,ACT47

	AV14
	Receiving Personal services
	ACT32,ACT33,ACT41,ACT42,ACT48

	AV15
	Meals/snacks
	ACT43

	AV16
	Sleep/naps
	ACT45

	AV17
	Leisure travel
	ACT69,ACT79,ACT89,ACT99

	AV18
	Excursions, trips
	ACT55,ACT74

	AV19
	Playing sport
	ACT80,ACT82

	AV20
	Watching sport
	ACT70

	AV21
	Walks
	ACT81

	AV22
	At church
	ACT65

	AV23
	Civic organizations
	ACT60,ACT61,ACT62,ACT63,ACT64,ACT66,

ACT67,ACT68

	AV24
	Cinema/theatre
	ACT73

	AV25
	Dance/party, etc.
	ACT71,ACT76,ACT78

	AV26
	Social clubs
	None

	AV27
	Pubs
	ACT77

	AV28
	Restaurants
	None

	AV29
	Visiting friends
	ACT75

	AV30
	Listening to radio
	ACT90

	AV31
	Watching T.V.
	ACT72,ACT91

	AV32
	Listening to music, etc.
	ACT92

	AV33
	Study
	ACT54

	AV34
	Reading books
	ACT93

	AV35
	Reading papers/magazines
	ACT94,ACT95

	AV36
	Relaxing
	ACT98

	AV37
	Conversation
	ACT96

	AV38
	Entertaining friends
	None

	AV39
	Knitting/sewing
	None

	AV40
	Pastimes/hobbies
	ACT56,ACT57,ACT58,ACT83,ACT84,ACT85,

ACT86,ACT87,ACT97

	AV41
	Unknown activity
	Misstime


Notes: 
1. Although they appear in the original variable list, ACT4 and ACT7 are not used in the coding of the AV variables. No values for either variable appear in the data set (just '0'). 

2. It was presumed that ACT8 (primary minutes at breaks) meant breaks at main economic activity, and was coded as AV1. 

3. ACT2 (primary minutes, unemployment) was assumed to be related to "job search activities" and was coded as AV2. 

4. ACT48 (n/a activities) is grouped with the original personal care activities, and was therefore coded as AV14.

VARIABLE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

· SURVEY
The survey of USA 1998 was conducted from March 1998 to March 1999. The variable SURVEY however takes the value ‘1998’ so that it follows the labeling convention of using the first year of a multi-year survey.

· PERSID
Given that each respondent completed a one-day diary, PERSID is the same as the case identifier (ID).

· DIARY
Given that each respondent completed a one-day diary, we imputed the value “1” for DIARY.

· AGE
AGE2 was computed using survey date, birth month and birth year. Survey date had to be modified in order to create a variable suitable for computing AGE2 (INTDATE). Birth month and birth year were modified to compute a suitable birthdate variable (BIRTHDAY). AGE2 was computed by subtracting BIRTHDAY from INTDATE (which resulted in a 4-digit variable – YEARMTH), and multiplying by 0.01 to get a two-digit age. 

· FAMSTAT
There were only 3 respondents under the age of 18 surveyed. It was not possible to discern the living arrangement of these respondents; therefore, all are coded as FAMSTAT=5.

· HHTYPE
Given there were no variables in the dataset specifying household composition, marital status, number of adults in the household and number of children under 18 in the household were used to code HHTYPE. 

· HHLDSIZE
The variables P1 (adults 18 and over in the household) and P2 (children under 18 in household) were summed to obtain HHLDSIZE. It should be noted that the original P1 value ‘11’ represents “more than 10” adults in the household, and the original P2 value ‘8’ represents “more than 7” children in the household; therefore, HHLDSIZE may be slightly underestimated for cases with these values for the original variables.

· NCHILD
NCHILD=8 represents households with 8 or more children.

· AGEKID
Given the variables available in the original dataset, the age of the youngest child could only be determined as ≤6 years of age, or >6 and <18 years of age. These categories were coded as AGEKID=1 and AGEKID=3, respectfully; there are no values for AGEKID==2.

· UNEMP
It was found that the 74% of missing cases for the original variable P7_A (reasons for unemployment) were persons who were employed; therefore, the missing cases were coded as UNEMP=0.

· STUDENT
It was found that the 74% of missing cases for the original variable P7_A (reasons for unemployment) were persons who were employed; therefore, the missing cases were coded as STUDENT=0.

· RETIRED
It was found that the 74% of missing cases for the original variable P7_A (reasons for unemployment) were persons who were employed; therefore, the missing cases were coded as RETIRED=0.

· EMPSP
The only variable related to employment status of spouse was ‘zo_a’ (number of hours per week spouse works for pay); there were no variables indicating full time vs part time employment status of spouse. Therefore, any respondent whose spouse worked > 0 hours was coded as EMPSP=3; those whose spouse worked 0 hours were coded EMPSP=4. 

· INCORIG
The value labels for INCORIG are as follows:

1 '$12,000 or less' 

2 '$12,001 - $20,000' 

3 '$20,001 - $30,000'

4 '$30,001 - $50,000' 

5 '$50,001 - $75,000' 

6 '$75,001 - $100,000' 

7 '$100,000 or more'

· INCOME
The actual proportions represented by each value of INCOME deviate slightly from what is stipulated by the value labels. 

· EDUCA
The original variable ‘P5’ was used to create EDUCA.  The value labels for EDUCA are as follows:

0 'None' 

1 'Some elementary' 

2 'Some elementary' 

3 'Some elementary'

4 'Some elementary' 

5 'Some elementary' 

6 'Some elementary' 

7 'Some elementary'

8 'Elementary school' 

9 'Some high school' 

10 'Some high school' 

11 'Some high school'

12 'High school grad' 

13 'Some college' 

14 'Some college' 

15 'Some college'

16 'College grad' 

17 'Some graduate school' 

18 'Graduate school'

· EDTRY
	EDTRY
	ISCED
	USA98

	VAR
	 
	P5

	1
	No completed high school 
= level 0,1,2 
or Level 3 (upper sec. Educ) not completed
	· 0 'None' 

· 1 'Some elementary' 

· 2 'Some elementary' 

· 3 'Some elementary'

· 4 'Some elementary' 

· 5 'Some elementary' 

· 6 'Some elementary' 

· 7 'Some elementary'

· 8 'Elementary school' 

· 9 'Some high school' 

· 10 'Some high school' 

· 11 'Some high school'



	2
	Level 3 completed 
(upper secondary educ) 
or Attendance at Level 4 
(post-secondary non-tertiary)
	· 12 'High school grad' 



	3
	Attendance at Level 5 
and above (even if no degree obtained)
	· 13 'Some college' 

· 14 'Some college' 

· 15 'Some college'

· 16 'College grad' 

· 17 'Some graduate school' 

· 18 'Graduate school'




· DISAB
The only variable indicating whether the respondent had a disability was the “reason for unemployment” variable (P7A); since this variable does not ask specifically about disability, comparability to other surveys may be somewhat compromised.

