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TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY

See also: http://www.timeuse.org/information/studies/data/usa-1992-1994.php
	Age range
	0-94

	Response rate 
	63%

	Number of diary days
	1-day

	Survey period
 
	September 1992 to October 1994

	Multi-member household survey
	No

	Type of diary
	Recall

	Mode of data collection
	Telephone interview

	Time interval in the diary
	Free

	Data on secondary activities
	No

	Data on where the activity was carried out
	Yes 

	Data on who else was present
	Yes 

	Number of activity codes
	91 original codes

	Number of cases in the original file 
	9,386 (7514 adult diaries; 1872 child diaries)

	Number of ‘good’ diaries in the World5.5 file 
	9,386 (7049 adult diaries; 1810 child diaries)


INFORMATION ON THE ORIGINAL FILES
There is one original file – usa92-94ep.sav, which served as the basis for the creation of the USA heritage files, which in turn served as the basis for the creation of the MTUS file. The heritage files contain two files used for the MTUS: 

a time diary episode file for the main respondent diaries: USA1993hfep.sav

a file of the questionnaire information for the main respondents: USA92_94quest.sav.

TIME-USE VARIABLES

Activity Variable Documentation for USA, 1992-1994 
	MTUS
Variable Name 
	Variable Label
	Compiled from the heritage files original activity variables main, sec, and eloc

	AV1
	Formal work
	10 - main paid work (1 - not at home)

13 - work breaks (8) 

	AV2
	Paid work at home
	11 – paid work at home (1 - at home) 

	AV3
	Second job
	12 - second job, other paid work (5)
15 – time looking for work (2)

	AV4
	School/classes
	16 - regular schooling (50)

18 - short course training (51)

19 - occasional lectures (55, 56)

	AV5
	Travel to/from work
	92 – travel as part of paid work (3)

93 - travel to and from work (9)

94 - travel related to education (59)

	AV6
	Cooking/washing up
	20 - food preparation/cooking (10)

21 - set table, put away dishes (11)

	AV7
	Housework
	22 - cleaning (12, 13)

23 - laundry, ironing, clothing repair (14)

	AV8
	Odd jobs
	24 – home repairs, maintain vehicles (15, 16)

25 - other domestic work (19, 38)

40 - adult care (42)

68 - pet care, walk dogs (18) 

	AV9
	Gardening
	67 – gardening (17)

	AV10
	Shopping
	26 – purchase routine goods (30)

27 - purchase consumer durables (31)

30 - purchase repair, laundry services (28, 35, 36)

31 - financial services (34)

	AV11
	Child care
	33 - care of infants (20)

34 - general care of older children (21)

35 - medical care of children (26)

36 - play with children (24)

37 - supervise, help with homework (22)

38 - read to, talk with child (23)

39 - other child care (27)

65 - physical activity, sport with child (25)

	AV12
	Domestic travel
	91 – travel related to personal care (49)

95 - travel related to consumption (39)

96 - travel related to child care (29)

97 - travel for adult care, volunteering (69)

	AV13
	Dressing/toilet
	1 - general personal care (48)

6 - washing, dressing (40, 44, 47)

	AV14
	Receiving Personal services
	7 - personal medical care (41)

28 - purchase personal services (32)

29 - purchase medical services (33)

32 - purchase other services (37)

	AV15
	Meals/snacks
	9 - other meals/snacks, not at restaurant (43)

	AV16
	Sleep/naps
	3 – sleep (45)

	AV17
	Leisure travel
	98 - leisure travel (79, 89, 99)

	AV18
	Excursions, trips
	54 - museums, exhibitions (74)

55 - attend other public event (71)

64 - outdoor recreation (81)

	AV19
	Playing sport
	60 - sports and exercise (80, 82)

63 - cycling (coded from mode of transport)

	AV20
	Watching sport
	51 - attend sporting event (70)

	AV21
	Walks
	Not possible to create

	AV22
	At church
	49 - worship and religious acts (65)

	AV23
	Civic organizations
	41 - general voluntary acts (63)

42 - political and civic activity (62)

43 - union and professional activity (60)

44 - volunteer for child/family organisation (67)

45 - volunteer fraternal organisation (66)

46 - other formal volunteering (61, 68)

48 - volunteer for religious organisation (64)

	AV24
	Cinema/theatre
	52 - see film, go to cinema (72)

53 - theatre, concert, opera (73)

	AV25
	Dance/party, etc.
	57 - parties or receptions (76, 78)

	AV26
	Social clubs
	Not possible to create

	AV27
	Pubs
	56 - café, bar (77)

	AV28
	Restaurants
	9 - other meals & snacks; location=restaurant (43)

	AV29
	Visiting friends
	72 - receive or visit friends, not at home (75)

	AV30
	Listening to radio
	85 - listen to radio (90)

	AV31
	Watching T.V.
	86 - watch television (91)

	AV32
	Listening to music, etc.
	84 - listen to music, CD, etc. (92)

	AV33
	Study
	17 - homework (54)

	AV34
	Reading books
	81 - read books (93)

	AV35
	Reading papers/magazines
	82 - read periodicals (94)

83 - read newspapers (95)

	AV36
	Relaxing
	78 - relax, think, do nothing (98)

	AV37
	Conversation
	88 - conversation, phone, texting (96)

	AV38
	Entertaining friends
	72 - receive or visit friends, location at home (75)

	AV39
	Knitting/sewing
	76 - crafts (84)

	AV40
	Pastimes/hobbies
	73 - other in-home social games (87)

74 - play musical instrument, sing, act (86)

75 - artistic activity (85)

77 - hobbies (83)
87 - writing by hand (97)
89 - use computer (88)

	AV41
	Unknown activity
	58 – imputed time away from home


	MAIN/SEC 69 Variables
	Activity
	USA 1992-94 original activity codes
AHTUS code – then original code in ()

	Main1
	Imputed personal and household care
	Not created

	Main2
	Sleep or nap
	3 – sleep (45)

	Main3
	Imputed sleep
	Not created

	Main4
	Wash/dress/care for self
	1 - general personal care (48)

6 - washing, dressing (40-bath; 44-personal hygiene; 47-dress)
7 - personal medical care at home (41)

	Main5
	Meals at work or school
	Not possible to create

	Main6
	Other meals
	9 - other meals/snacks, not restaurant (43)

	Main7
	Paid work, main job (not at home)
	10 - main paid work (1 - not at home)

	Main8
	Paid work at home
	11 – paid work at home (1 - at home)

	Main9
	Second or other job not at home
	12 - second job, other paid work (5)

	Main10
	Unpaid work to generate household income
	Not possible to create

	Main11
	Travel as a part of work
	92 – travel as part of paid work (3)

	Main12
	Work breaks
	13 - work breaks (8)

	Main13
	Other time at workplace
	Not possible to create

	Main14
	Look for work
	15 – time looking for work (2)

	Main15
	Regular schooling, education
	16 - regular schooling (50)

	Main16
	Homework
	17 - homework (54)

	Main17
	Leisure/other education of training
	18 - short course training (51)

19 - occasional lectures (55-library, 56-other education)

	Main18
	Food preparation/ cooking
	20 - food preparation/cooking (10)

	Main19
	Set table, wash or put away dishes
	21 - set table, put away dishes (11)

	Main20
	Cleaning
	22 - cleaning (12-house, 13-outdoors)

	Main21
	Laundry, ironing, clothing repair
	23 - laundry, ironing, clothing repair (14)

	Main22
	Home/vehicle maintenance or improvement
	24 – home repairs, maintain vehicles (15-car repairs, 16-other repairs)

	Main23
	Other domestic work
	25 - other domestic work (19-other housework, 38-errands)

	Main24
	Purchase goods and general consumption activities
	26 – purchase routine goods (30)

27 - purchase consumer durables (31)

	Main25
	Consume personal services
	28 - purchase personal services (32)

29 - purchase medical services (33)

	Main26
	Consume other services
	30 - purchase repair, laundry services (28-dry cleaning, 35-car services, 36-other repair services)

31 - financial services (34)
32 - purchase other services (37)

	Main27
	Pet care (not walk dog)
	68 - pet care (18) (mtrav not 3 walk)

	Main28
	Physical, medical child care
	33 - care of infants (20)

34 - general care of older children (21)

35 - medical care of children (26)

	Main29
	Teach, help with homework
	37 - supervise, help with homework (22)

	Main30
	Read to, talk or play with child
	36 - play with children (24)

38 - read to, talk with child (23)
65 - physical activity, sport with child (25)

	Main31
	Supervise, accompany, other child care
	39 - other child care (27)

	Main32
	Adult care
	40 - adult care (42)

	Main33
	Voluntary, civic, organizational activity
	41 - general voluntary acts (63)

42 - political and civic activity (62)

43 - union and professional activity (60)

44 - volunteer for family organisation (67)

45 - volunteer fraternal organisation (66)

46 - other formal volunteering (61-special interest, 68-other organisation)

48 - volunteer for religious organisation (64)

	Main34
	Worship and religion
	49 - worship and religious acts (65)

	Main35
	General out-of-home leisure
	Not possible to create

	Main36
	Attend sporting event
	51 - attend sporting event (70)

	Main37
	Cinema, theatre, opera, concert
	52 - see film, go to cinema (72)

53 - theatre, concert, opera (73)

	Main38
	Other public event, venue
	54 - museums, exhibitions (74)

55 - attend other public event (71)

	Main39
	Restaurant, café, bar, pub
	56 - café, bar (77)
9 - other meals/snacks; at restaurant (43)

	Main40
	Party, reception, social event, gambling
	57 - parties or receptions (76-parties, 78-other social)

	Main41
	Imputed time away from home
	58 – imputed time away from home

	Main42
	General sport or exercise
	60 - sports and exercise (80-active sport, 82-exercise)

	Main43
	Walking
	62 - walking (coded from mode of transport, but as a secondary activity only)

	Main44
	Cycling
	63 - cycling (coded from mode of transport)

	Main45
	Other out-of-doors recreation
	64 - outdoor recreation (81)

	Main46
	Garden, forage (pick mushrooms), hunt/fish
	67 – gardening (17)

	Main47
	Walk dogs
	68 - pet care (18) (mtrav=3 walk)

	Main48
	Receive or visit friends
	72 - receive or visit friends (75)

	Main49
	Conversation (in person, phone)
	88 - conversation, phone, texting (96)

	Main50
	Other in-home social, games
	73 - other in-home social games (87)

	Main51
	General indoor leisure
	Not possible to create

	Main52
	Artistic or musical act
	74 - play musical instrument, sing, act (86)

75 - artistic activity (85)

	Main53
	Written correspondence
	87 - writing by hand (97)

	Main54
	Knit, crafts, hobbies
	76 - crafts (84)
77 - hobbies (83)

	Main55
	Relax, think, do nothing
	78 - relax, think, do nothing (98)

	Main56
	Read
	81 - read books (93)
82 - read periodicals (94)

83 - read newspapers (95)

	Main57
	Listen to music, Ipod, CD
	84 - listen to music, CD, etc. (92)

	Main58
	Listen to radio
	85 - listen to radio (90)

	Main59
	Watch TV, DVD, video
	86 - watch television (91)

	Main60
	Play computer games
	Not possible to create

	Main61
	Send e-mail, surf internet, computing
	89 - use computer (88)

	Main62
	No activity but recorded mode of travel
	Not created

	Main63
	Travel to or from work
	93 - travel to and from work (9)

	Main64
	Education-related travel
	94 - travel related to education (59)

	Main65
	Voluntary, civic, religious travel
	97 - travel for adult care, volunteering (69)

	Main66
	Child & adult care travel
	96 - travel related to child care (29)

	Main67
	Shopping, personal & household care travel
	91 – travel related to personal care (49)

95 - travel related to consumption (39)

	Main68
	Other travel
	98 - leisure travel (79-social travel, 89-recreational travel, 99-other travel)

	Main69
	No recorded activity
	Not possible to create


	Context Variables
	Value labels
	USA 1992-94 original activity and location codes

	Inout
	Inside, Outside or in vehicle
	Reverse AHTUS values 1 & 2 reversed; -8 and 3 are the same as in the MTUS

	Eloc 
	Location
	ELOC has same values in AHTUS & MTUS

	Mtrav
	Mode of transport
	MTRAV has same codes in AHTUS & MTUS

	ICT = 1
	Report using ICT, computer, internet 
	89 - use computer (88)

	Alone
	No one else reported present
	Not possible to create

	Child
	Child present
	Only possible to identify when child care activities are recorded

	Sppart
	Partner present
	Not possible to create

	Oad
	Other adult present
	Not possible to create


VARIABLE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

The following variables cannot be created:

CITIZEN

CIVSTAT

COHAB

COMPUTER

CPHOME

EMPSP
HEALTH (see below)

HHTYPE (see below)

HLDID

INCOME

INCORIG

OCCUP

OWNHOME

PARNTID1

PARNTID2

PARTID

RELREFP

RUSHED

SECTOR

SINGPAR
· AGEKIDX / AGEKID2

The survey only collected the age of the youngest person if there was a household member aged <18.

· CARER

Incomplete, only coded from doing adult care in the diary.

· CPHOME

In the pre-heritage harmonized file, the original variable TYPE (type of interview) included values specifying “child’, “proxy, >5, <10”, and “proxy, <6”, it could not be concluded with certainty whether respondents with these values were children living in the parental home. Therefore, CPHOME was not computed.

· DISAB
The pre-harmonised historical file has no disability status variable; therefore, the original variable UNEMP (‘reasons for not employed’) was used to compute DISAB. Because this original variable related to employment status, the value for ‘disability’ will exclude those who are employed, but have a disability. DISAB should be used with caution.  It was found that the value ‘9’ for the original variable represented those who were employed; they were therefore coded as DISAB=0.

· EDUCA
Labels for adult diarists; not asked of people aged <18.
   -8   missing

   -7   not asked of respondent

    1   grades 0-8 only
    2   grades 9-11 - not high school graduate
    3   high school graduate

    4   some college

    5   college graduate

    6   postgraduate
Children aged <14 coded as educa=1

· HEALTH
There is no health status variable. There are variables asking if the diarist has angina (250 say yes), if the diarist has emphysema or bronchitis (433 say yes), or if the diarist has asthma (694 say yes). While this variable is set to -9 for most cases, if the diarist has any of these conditions, their health status is set to 1 to mark people who do report having health issues. 1182 (12.6%) diarists have a reported health issue.
· HHTYPE
Given there was no original marital status variable, HHTYPE could not be computed. Only single person households can be identified.
· STUDENT / UNEMP
These only can be created for people who are not working any hours.
· VEHICLE
No variable records the number of vehicles in the household. The survey asked if the diarist was in a garage when a household vehicle was started (and the number of times this happened and whether the garage door was open or closed), as well as whether the diarist walked outside to a vehicle on the driveway or outside carport. We code yes answers as the diarist lives in a household with a car (value 3). Likewise, diarists spending time using services at an auto-repair service are coded as in households that own a vehicle. There are no cases where a diarist reported spending time using a bicycle only. This definition produces 51% of households as owning vehicles, which is too low.  Using the location of spending time in a car only adds two cases to the households with a car. As a number of households can be identified as having a car, we create this variable, but users should note the limitation.
