README FILE FOR UK 1987
(World 5.5 – Release 2)

December 16th, 2004

          CONTENTS:

· Technical description of the survey

· Information on the original files

· Time-use variables

· Variable-specific information



REMINDER:
Users are reminded to declare codes -7, -8, -9 as missing prior to running any analysis.



TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY

See also: 

http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/misoc/timeuse/information/studies/uk-1987.php
	Age range
	17-74

	Response rate 
	70%

	Number of diary days
	7-day

	Survey period
 
	July 1987

	Multi-member household survey
	Yes

	Type of diary
	Fresh

	Mode of data collection
	Self-completed diary

	Time interval in the diary
	15 minutes

	Data on secondary activities
	Yes 

	Data on where the activity was carried out
	Yes 

	Data on who else was present
	Yes 

	Number of activity codes
	193

	Number of cases in the original file 
	9,464

	Number of ‘good’ diaries in the World5.5 file 
	8,854


INFORMATION ON THE ORIGINAL FILES
There is one original file for UK, 1987: 

UK87WKSQ.sav is the original SPSS readable file containing demographic data and episode information presented horizontally. Displays activity information for each day of the week, with each day of the week further divided into 4 activity levels (a,b,c,d), each containing 96 time slots.

The original UK 1987 survey involved a 7-day diary; this information is contained in the UK87WKSQ.sav file. The MTUS release 1 working original (UK1987orig.sav) averaged the 7 day time use information for each respondent (n=1352). However, the release 2 version of this dataset (UK1987origr2.sav) creates a case for each of the 7 days (n=9,464). Many cases (n=356) in the original file UK87WKSQ.sav were missing values for all of the demographic variables. To remove these cases, only those with values for the sex variable were selected for the new original data set (all ‘good’ cases had values for sex). The syntax file UK1987origr2.sps contains the complete procedure by which this new working original was created.

TIME-USE VARIABLES

Activity Variable Documentation for UK, 1987 
	MTUS
Variable Name 
	Variable Label
	UK 1987
Compiled from original activity (ACT) variables...

	AV1
	Formal work
	ACT101,ACT102,ACT103,ACT104

	AV2
	Paid work at home
	ACT201 to ACT210

	AV3
	Second job
	ACT301 to ACT302

	AV4
	School/classes
	ACT401 to ACT405

	AV5
	Travel to/from work
	ACT501 to ACT505

	AV6
	Cooking/washing up
	ACT601 to ACT605

	AV7
	Housework
	ACT701 to ACT708

	AV8
	Odd jobs
	ACT801 to ACT819,ACT1106A

	AV9
	Gardening
	ACT901

	AV10
	Shopping
	ACT1001 to ACT1008

	AV11
	Child care
	ACT1101 to ACT1105,ACT1106C,ACT1107 to ACT1111

	AV12
	Domestic travel
	ACT1201 to ACT1204

	AV13
	Dressing/toilet
	ACT1301 to ACT1302

	AV14
	Receiving Personal services
	ACT1401 to ACT1408

	AV15
	Meals/snacks
	ACT1501 to ACT1502

	AV16
	Sleep/naps
	ACT1601 to ACT1603

	AV17
	Leisure travel
	ACT1701 to ACT1706

	AV18
	Excursions, trips
	ACT1801 to ACT1807

	AV19
	Playing sport
	ACT1901 to ACT1915

	AV20
	Watching sport
	ACT2001

	AV21
	Walks
	ACT2101 to ACT2102

	AV22
	At church
	ACT2201

	AV23
	Civic organizations
	ACT2301 to ACT2310

	AV24
	Cinema/theatre
	ACT2401 to ACT2404

	AV25
	Dance/party, etc.
	ACT2501 to ACT2508

	AV26
	Social clubs
	ACT2601

	AV27
	Pubs
	ACT2701 to ACT2703

	AV28
	Restaurants
	ACT2801 to ACT2804

	AV29
	Visiting friends
	ACT2901 to ACT2902

	AV30
	Listening to radio
	ACT3001

	AV31
	Watching T.V.
	ACT3101 to ACT3103

	AV32
	Listening to music, etc.
	ACT3201

	AV33
	Study
	ACT3301 to ACT3302

	AV34
	Reading books
	ACT3401

	AV35
	Reading papers/magazines
	ACT3501 to ACT3502

	AV36
	Relaxing
	ACT3601 to ACT3605

	AV37
	Conversation
	ACT3701 to ACT3702

	AV38
	Entertaining friends
	ACT3801 to ACT3802

	AV39
	Knitting/sewing
	ACT3901

	AV40
	Pastimes/hobbies
	ACT4001 to ACT4010

	AV41
	Unknown activity
	ACT999,ACT9999 + Missing time


VARIABLE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

· DAY
The original UK 1987 survey was conducted over a 7-day period; most respondents completed a diary for each day of the week.

· MONTH
Given the survey was conducted on in July of 1987, MONTH=7 for all cases.

· DIARY
Although the survey was conducted over a 7-day period, there is no way to discern which diary day was first, second, etc for each respondent. However, future examination of the episode file may provide this information.

· FAMSTAT
FAMSTAT=4 could not be computed, given that there was only one respondent under the age of 18 (resulting in 7 cases in the dataset, one diary for each day of the week) and this respondent was married. Therefore, they were coded as FAMSTAT=5.

· CPHOME
Given there was only one respondent under the age of 18, and a lack of appropriate variables, CPHOME could not be computed. However, the one respondent to which CPHOME could apply was married.

· HHTYPE
A variable labeled HHTYPE, with the same values as the World 5.5 HHTYPE, already existed in the dataset. This variable was recoded to create the world 5.5 HHTYPE variable; however, the original “married” values (HHTYPE=2 and 3) did not account for cohabiting couples. Therefore, the syntax incorporated values from the original ‘relationship to reference person’ (relresp) variable to account for cohabiting respondents.

· NCHILD
Analysis of the original “number of children <18” variable (NRKIDS) revealed that this variable in fact accounted for the number of children 18 and under in the household. Therefore, those respondents whose youngest child in the household was 18 years of age were coded as NCHILD=0.

· AGEKID
It was found that the “99” value for the original variable YOUNGEST (age youngest in household) represented those households with no children, and were coded as AGEKID=0.

· COHAB
COHAB was created from the original “relation to reference person” (RELRESP) variable. Therefore, it is possible that COHAB=1 is underestimated given the fact that those respondents who cohabit, yet are coded as the ‘reference person’, would not be included in COHAB=1. Therefore, COHAB should be used with caution.

· WORKHRS
The original “hours worked per week” variable (hrswork) contained very few 0 values and a large number (n=454) of missing (999) values; upon further examination, it was found that these 999 values largely represent those who are not employed; therefore, both the ‘0’ and the ‘999’ values were coded as WORKHRS=-7 (not applicable/not asked).

· EMPSP
One of the original UK 1987 files (UK87ACO.sav) contains information on spouse’s employment; however, it was not possible to merge these variables into the working UK 1987 original; therefore, EMPSP could not be computed.

· INCORIG
Note that the original income variable specifies the monthly income of the household.  This variable is a continuous variable, and therefore does not have any value labels.

· EMPINCLM
This variable is a continuous variable, and therefore does not have any value labels.

· EDUCA
The original variable ‘EDQUAL’ was used to create EDUCA.  The value labels for EDUCA are as follows:

0 'None' 

1 'Low grade CSE' 

2 'O level or equiv' 

3 'A level or equiv' 

4 'Further education' 

5 'Higher education' 

6 'Unidentified quals' 

999 'Missing'

· EDTRY
The value ‘6’ (unidentifiable qualifications) for the original variable EDQUAL could not be coded accurately as EDTRY 1,2, or 3. These respondents were therefore coded as EDTRY=-8.

	EDTRY
	ISCED
	UK87

	VAR
	 
	EDQUAL

	1
	No completed high school 
= level 0,1,2 
or Level 3 (upper sec. Educ) not completed
	· 0 'None'

· 1 'Low grade

· ‘CSE' 

	2
	Level 3 completed 
(upper secondary educ) 
or Attendance at Level 4 
(post-secondary non-tertiary)
	· 2 ‘O level or equiv'

· 3 'A level or equiv' 

	3
	Attendance at Level 5 
and above (even if no degree obtained)
	· 4 'Further education'

· 5 'Higher education' 


· DISAB
The only variable available to compute DISAB was the original employment status variable (EMPSTAT), which specifies a category “permanent illness/disability”. Users should use this variable with caution, given that it is not possible to discern what criterion was used to determine this category.

